Wissensstiftung’

How to promote
biodiversity

properly

List of invasive alien species

Here you will find a list of plants that should not be cultivated in Germany or should only be
cultivated with special precautions (updated 2019).
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List of invasive alien species (as of
2019)

List of invasive alien species that are used as ornamental plants or woody plants in Germany.
The list is taken from the BNB system for the assessment of outdoor plants. More information,
including on dealing with invasive alien species that have already been planted, can be found
here (in German): https://neobiota.bfn.de/handbuch/gefaesspflanzen.html

BOTANICAL NAME

RECOMMENDED ACTION

Acer negundo

Do not plant near bodies of water and floodplains. A minimum distance of

at least 2 km from bodies of water must be maintained.

Alternanthera
philoxeroides

Do not use.

Ailanthus altissima

Do not plant in the open landscape. In settlements, use must be justified
on the basis of site conditions, e.g. drought resistance in pronounced urban
locations where high drought stress is to be expected; measures against

spread (vegetative and by seed) must then be demonstrated.

Amorpha fructicosa

Do not plant in the open landscape. In urban areas, a minimum distance of

at least 2 km from bodies of water must be maintained.

Andropogon Do not use.
virginicus
Asclepias syriaca Do not use.

Buddleja davidii

Do not plant in the open landscape.

Baccharis halimifolia

Do not use.

Bunias orientalis

It should not be used as an aromatic herb (Bunias orientalis is of no

significance as an ornamental plant).

Cabomba caroliniana Do not use.
Cardiospermum Do not use.
grandiflorum

Cortaderia jubata Do not use.
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BOTANICAL NAME

RECOMMENDED ACTION

Crassula helmsii

Do not use.

Echinops

spaerocephalus

Do not plant in the open landscape.

Ehrharta calycina

Do not use.

Eichhornia crassipes)

Do not use.

Elodea canadensis

Only use in demarcated water gardens/ponds. A minimum distance of at
least 2 km from bodies of water must be maintained; if the distance is less,

use must be justified.

Elodea nuttallii

Only use in demarcated water gardens/ponds. A minimum distance of at
least 2 km from bodies of water must be maintained; if the distance is less,

use must be justified.

Fallopia japonica Do not use.
Fallopia Do not use.
sachalinensis

Fallopia x bohemica Do not use.

Fraxinus

pennsylvanica

Do not plant in the open landscape.

Gunnera tinctoria

Do not use.

Gymnocoronis

spilanthoides

Do not use.
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BOTANICAL NAME RECOMMENDED ACTION

Helianthus tuberosus Do not use if a minimum distance of 2 km from bodies of water cannot be
maintained
Heracleum Do not use.

Mantegazzianum

Heracleum persicum Do not use.
Heracleum sosnowskyi Do not use.
Humulus scandens Do not use.
Hydrocotyle Do not use.

Ranunculoides

Impatiens glandulifera Do not use.
Impatiens parviflora Do not use.
Lagarosiphon major Do not use.
Lespedeza cuneata Do not use.
Ludwigia grandiflora Do not use.
Ludwigia peploides Do not use.
Lupinus polyphyllus Do not spread in the open countryside or on the outskirts of settlements

(alternatively, sterile varieties can be used)

Lycium barbarum Do not plant in the open landscape.
Lygodium japonicum Do not use.
Lysichiton americanus Do not use.
Microstegium vimineum Do not use.
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BOTANICAL NAME

RECOMMENDED ACTION

Myriophyllum Do not use.
aquaticum

Myriophyllum Do not use.
heterophyllum

Parthenium Do not use.
hysterophorus

Pennisetum setaceum Do not use.
Persicaria perfoliata Do not use.

Pinus nigra

Do not plant in the open landscape. Planting in the surrounding area and

on sites of calcareous grassland should be avoided.

Pinus strobus

Do not plant in the open landscape. Planting within a radius of at least 300

m around rocky sites worthy of protection must be avoided.

Populus x canadensis

Do not plant in the open landscape. Planting in the vicinity of natural

occurrences of Populus nigra must be avoided.

Prosopis juliflora

Do not use.

Prunus serotina

Do not plant in the open landscape. Planting in the vicinity of open land

biotopes must be avoided.

Pseudotsuga menziezii

Do not plant in the open landscape. When planting in the vicinity of
shallow, nutrient-poor rocky ridges or boulder seas (e.g. red sandstone of
the Black Forest and Odenwald), birch-oak forests or sessile oak forests and

dry-acidic silicate sites, a minimum distance of 2 kn must be maintained.

Pueraria lobata

Do not use.
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Quercus rubra

Do not plant in the open landscape. When planting in the vicinity of rock

biotopes, a minimum distance of 2 kn must be maintained.




BOTANICAL NAME

RECOMMENDED ACTION

Rhus hirta

Do not plant in the open countryside or on the outskirts of settlements.

Robinia pseudoacacia

Do not plant in the open countryside. Planting should be completely

avoided near the coast (even in settlements).

Rosa rugosa

Do not use.

Rubus armeniacus

Do not plant in the open countryside. When planting in the vicinity of
rough grassland and semi-arid grassland worthy of protection, a minimum

distance of 500 m must be maintained.

Salvinia molesta Do not use.
Senecio inaequidens Do not use.
Solidago canadensis Do not use.
Solidago gigantea Do not use.

Symphoricarpus albus

Do not plant in the open landscape, in the vicinity of rough pastures and as

roadside greenery.

Triadica sebifera

Do not use.

Vaccinium angustifolium

Do not plant in the open countryside. When planting in the vicinity of

X moors, a distance of 3 km must be maintained.
corymbosum

Myriophyllum Do not use.

heterophyllum

Parthenium Do not use.

hysterophorus

Pennisetum setaceum Do not use.

Persicaria perfoliata Do not use.
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